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OVERVIEW:  LAFCo and Water Management Decisions
1. Legislative Responsibilities 
· Operates at the intersection of land use, services, finance, and governance

· Orderly growth and development: legislature’s ‘watchdog’ (§56001)

· Balance competing stakeholder interests of: 1) discouraging sprawl; 2) preserving open space and prime agricultural lands; and 3) efficiently providing government services (§56001)
· Formation and changes which contribute to logical and reasonable development of local agencies, and to shape development of local agencies to provide for present and future needs (§56301)

· Changes in boundaries and spheres of influence (§56425)

· Services to previously unserved unincorporated territory (§56434)

· Municipal service reviews and sphere of influence updates (§56430 & 56425)
2.  Role in Water Resources Management
· Determine timely availability of water supplies (§56668) as specified in Water Code §65352.5
· Prepare comprehensive water services reviews (§56430)

· Assess firm yield water supply availability, reliability and quality for annexations and extension of services

· Consider water and wastewater management regionally, including ability of public facilities to meet current and future service needs.

· Extension of services outside boundaries (§56133)
3.  What LAFCo’s Need

· Accurate, objective data and analysis which can be easily understood

· Short and long range supply and delivery plans

· Involvement and communication as early as possible

4. What LAFCo’s Can Offer
· Balanced perspective of stakeholder interest: county, city, district, public
· Longer-range focus on local governance, service delivery and growth decisions
· Shaping the effective and efficient delivery and availability of quality water in the right place at the right time

· Protection of agricultural, watershed and open space lands

5. Issues and Opportunities
· LAFCo as a resource in collaboration on growth, housing, and resource preservation
· Savvy public recognizing power of LAFCo decisions

· Expanding services versus service to existing residents

· Balancing water rights with new technologies and approaches
· Sustainability of decisions for ag and watershed preservation, local governance structures, provision of services

6.  Approaches to Solutions

· Integrated, regional-level discussions on community growth planning 

· Early involvement and sharing of planning information with LAFCo
· Enhance efforts in “bifocal” planning: consider impacts beyond immediate or agency-specific acts
· Move from ad-hoc project-based decisions, to integrated decision making on growth inducing and service delivery issues
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